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“We must never forget that all authentic and 
living Christian spirituality is based on the word 
of God proclaimed, accepted, celebrated and 
meditated upon in the Church. This deepening 
relationship with the divine word will take place 
with even greater enthusiasm if we are conscious 
that, in Scripture and the Church’s living 
Tradition, we stand before God’s definitive word 
on the cosmos and on history.” (para 121) 
( Verbum Domini 2011)



T H E  B I G  Q U E S T I O N S



S O M E  U N I V E R S A L  H U M A N  Q U E S T I O N S

• What’s the meaning of life? 

• Who are we, and how are we to live? 

• How do we make sense of suffering and death? 

• Is this all there is? 

• Is there life after death? 

• Where do we come from?



W H AT  A R E  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S ?

• Ultimately the scriptures are snapshots and reflections 
on God’s relationship with all creation and humanity, 
first of all through the experience of Israel, and then by 
early Christian communities of the first century. 

• It’s a family album that plots a love story that extends 
from the dawn of time looking towards the future 
when God will bring all things to their culmination.  
From Genesis to the book of Revelation….



• Because they are a divine word they have ultimate 
truths to convey. 

• Because they are a human word conditioned by time, 
space, language, and culture they are do not always 
speak in a language that we can understand or 
naturally appreciate

D I V I N E  W O R D  A N D  H U M A N  W O R D



THE WORLD BEHIND THE TEXT  

THE WORLD IN THE TEXT  

THE WORLD IN FRONT OF THE TEXT



There is always the need to go deeper -  
there is so much we can’t be expected to see



A  C H A L L E N G E :  B U I L D I N G  B R I D G E S  
B E T W E E N  T H E S E  W O R L D S

• The scriptures come 
from a world that is not 
our own and sometimes 
we find it hard to 
connect what is going 
on in our lives with what 
is happening in the 
readings. 

• We need to build 
bridges between our 
worlds.



C O N T E X T S  C H A N G E  -  Y O U  C A N ’ T  
A LW AY S  A P P LY  I T  T H E  S A M E  W AY

• Care needs to be taken - because the Word is human 
and divine - you can’t take everything as having the 
same value.  

• Leviticus 25:44 states that I may possess slaves, both 
male and female, provided they are purchased from 
neighboring nations.   

• A friend of mine claims that this applies to Mexicans, 
but not Canadians.  Can you clarify?  Why can't I own a 
Canadian?



• Lev. 21:20 states that I may not approach the 
altar of God if I have a defect in my sight.  I 
have to admit that I wear reading glasses.  
Does my vision have to be 20/20, or is there 
some wiggle-room here?



I T  B E C O M E S  AT  T I M E S  A  
B A L A N C I N G  A C T  

• That Jesus is truly divine and truly 
human is to state the challenge as 
much as it is to provide the answer 
to the question “ Who is Jesus?” 

• If it is true of Jesus the “word of 
God” how much more the 
scriptures themselves?



W E  C A N  F I N D  O U R S E LV E S  I N  T H E S E  
S T O R I E S  

• Ultimately, when we say the scriptures are inspired we 
assert that their meaning and value goes beyond the 
times and places in which they were written.  

• This is another way of saying that the scriptures have 
something to say to us here and now as a moral 
compass, or a source of encouragement and 
challenge.



W E  C A N  S E E  O U R S E LV E S  I N  T H E  
S C R I P T U R E S

• There are stories of finding and losing, loving and 
hating, of exile and return, of traveling to new lands of 
hope and promise, of building in hope and watching 
dreams being torn down. Faith, hope, and love 
compete with despair, cynicism, and grief. 

• There are stories of families divided, promises made 
and broken, looking for a place to belong, getting 
caught up in competition and jealousy, politics, 
betrayal, national fervour and ambition.



• Deut 30:19 “I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live”  

•



P S A L M S  -  T H E  A N AT O M Y  O F  T H E  S O U L

• In Israel’s prayers of praise, thanks, loss, fear, hope, 
sorrow and seeking wisdom we see ourselves as we 
seek for God in the complexity of our lives.





T H E  P R O P H E T S  

• They were Israel’s conscience, and they can be ours 
too, calling us to care for the poor, living justly, 
worshipping God with our hearts, challenging us to 
authentic living, and providing a source of hope in 
times of loss. 







• Prov. 4:5-7  Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, 
nor turn away from the words of my mouth.  Do not 
forsake her, and she will keep you; love her, and she 
will guard you. The beginning of wisdom is this: Get 
wisdom, and whatever else you get, get insight. 



I N  J E S U S  G O D ’ S  W O R D  B E C O M E S  
F L E S H  L I K E  U S



M AT T H E W ’ S  V I E W  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

• Like Jesus’ genealogy Matthew’s community, and the 
Church in any age, is made up of saints and sinners, 
weeds and wheat (Matt 13:24-30) capable of courage and 
deceit, faith and failure, whose love can run cold (Matt 
24:12) but who can rejoice because they have been 
invited into the mystery of the Kingdom (Matt 13:11). They 
have found the pearl of great price (Matt 13:46) but will 
they use the talents they have been given (Matt 25:24-25) 
or will they be seduced by arguing about who is the 
greatest ( Matt 18:4), or fail to see the invitation to move 
on because the mission to the world beckons (Matt 17:4)?



• For Matthew Jesus is the answer to our deepest 
needs. In the midst of our bruised and fragile 
humanity, and well aware of Israel’s own chequered 
history, Matthew is convinced that humanity can start 
again, but that we need a new map to guide us. 

• Jesus provides that map and it requires an attitude 
of openness to the values of the beatitudes, and the 
parables of the Kingdom.



Matt 7:7




